Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method for pricing a print job comprising: 

prov i d i ng estimating an approximate amount of ink coverage 
associated with the print job , wherein the amount of ink coverage for each color 
is estimated by summing a color value number for the color for each pixel of the 
document to obtain a total color value number and multiplying the total color 
value number by the size of a pixel to obtain an ink coverage value associated 
with the color; 

for each color, multiplying a cost multiplier for the color with an ink 
coverage value associated with the color to obtain a cost of the ink for the color ; 
and 

pricing the print job, wherein the pricing is associated with the 
approximat e amount cost of ink for each color . 

2. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the print job is printed on a 
digital printer. 

3-6 (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 [[5]], wherein a method for 
determining the cost multiplier comprising: 

providing a first ink coverage value of a color for a first document; 

printing the first document on a printer until the printer runs out of 
an ink cartridge of the color; 

deriving a second ink coverage value associated with the ink 
cartridge of the printe r, wherein the second ink coverage value is derived from 
the first ink coverage value and the number of times the first document in printed 
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before the printer runs out of the ink cartridge ; and 

dividing a cost of the second ink cartridge by the ink coverage value 
of the ink cartridge. 

8. (currently amended) A system for pricing a print job comprising: 

a processor configured to price a print job when an approximate 
amount of ink coverage associated with a print job is prov i d e d estimated, wherein 
the amount of ink coverage for each color is estimated by summing a color value 
number for the color for each pixel of the document to obtain a total color value 
number and multiplying the total color value number by the size of a pixel to 
obtain an ink coverage value associated with the color, wherein for each color, a 
cost multiplier for the color is multiplied with an ink coverage value associated 
with the color to obtain a cost of the ink for the color and , wherein the pricing is 
associated with the approx i mat e amount cost of ink for each color ; and 

a memory coupled with the processor, the memory being 
configured to provide the processor with instructions for controlling the processor 
to price the print job . 

9. (currently amended) A computer program product for pricing a print job, 
the computer program product being embodied in a computer readable medium 
and comprising computer instructions for: 

prov i ding estimating an approximate amount of ink coverage 
associated with the print job , wherein the amount of ink coverage for each color 
is estimated by summing a color value number for the color for each pixel of the 
document to obtain a total color value number and multiplying the total color 
value number by the size of a pixel to obtain an ink coverage value associated 
with the color; 

for each color, multiplying a cost multiplier for the color with an ink 
coverage value associated with the color to obtain a cost of the ink for the color ; 
and 

pricing the print job, wherein the pricing is associated with the 
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approx i mate amount cost of ink for each color . 



10. (currently amended) A method for estimating a cost of a print job 
comprising: 

receiving a document; 

converting the document into a predefined color space; and 
estimating an amount of ink coverage for a color associated with 
the document , wherein the amount of ink coverag e for the color is estimated by 
summing a color value number for the color for each pixel of the docume nt to 
obtain a total color value number and multiplying the tota l color value number by 
the size of a pixel to obtain an ink coverage value ass ociated with the color; 

multi plying a cost multiplier for the color with an in k coverage value 
associated with the color to obtain a cost of the ink for th e color, wherein the cost 
of the print iob is associated with the cost of ink for ea ch color. 

11-15 (canceled) 

16. (currently amended) The method of claim 10 [[14]], wherein a method 
for determining the cost multiplier comprising: 

providing a first ink coverage value of a color for a first document; 

printing the first document on a printer until the printer runs out of 
an ink cartridge of the color; 

deriving a second ink coverage value associated with the ink 
cartridge of the printe r, wherein the second ink coverage value is derived from 
the first ink coverage value and the number of times th e first document in printed 
before the printer runs out of the ink cartridge ; and 

dividing a cost of the second ink cartridge by the ink coverage value 
of the ink cartridge. 

17. (original) The method of claim 10, wherein the document is received in 
a first format and further comprising translating the document into a second 
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format. 



18. (original) The method of claim 10, further comprising converting the 
received document into a graphics bitmap. 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 10 wherein the document 
ha* a plurality of ™inr* associateH with th« document andff.11 further comprising 
estimating an amount of ink coverage for each color associated with the 
document. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 10, further comprising 

P rir.inn the print jnh wherein th « price is associated with the cost of 

ink for each color and 

displaying [[a]] the price. 

21. (currently amended) A system for estimating a cost of a print job 
comprising: 

a processor configured to receive a document; convert the 
document into a predefined color space; and estimate an amount of ink for a 
color associated with the document wherein the amount of ink coverage for the 
rnlor is estim ate hv summing * ™ior value number for the color for each pixel of 
th» document tn nhtain a total m inr value number and multiplying the total color 
vain* number h y th» size of a to obtain an ink coverage value associated 
with the color vuhMPin a cost mnltinlier for the color is multiplied with an ink 
rcwBraae valu* appelated wit h th» ™\nr to obtain a cost of the ink for the color, 
and wherein th» mst of the p rint job is associated with the cost of ink for each 
color ; and 

a memory configured to provide instructions to the processor for 
controlling th» pmnessor to r^ivino the document, converting the document 
into the predefined color space, and e st i m at ing the amount of ink . 
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22. (currently amended) A computer program product for estimating a cost 
of a print job, the computer program product being embodied in a computer 
readable medium and comprising computer instructions for: 
receiving a document; 

converting the document into a predefined color space; and 
estimating an amount of ink for a color associated with the 
rt^,^ mh»r»in the amount of ink coverage for each color is estimated by 
summing a color vah.e number far the color for each pixel of the document to 
nhtain a total coinr value numb e r and multiplying the total color value number by 
the size of a Pivpl to obtain an ink coverage v alue ass ociated with the color; 

for each color , multiplying a cost multiplier for the color with an ink 
rnverane value associated with the color to obtain a cost of the ink for the color, 
wherein the cost rrf the nrint io b i* associated with the cost of ink for each color . 
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